
Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and 

proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ. (Acts 5:42) 

 

Discipleship 

 

The word Discipleship is defined as “the act of accepting and teaching the doctrines of another.” 

Being a disciple of Christ is an intentional decision to “drop one’s nets,” just as Peter did when 

he decided to follow Jesus. We cannot be disciples in our sleep and we cannot be disciples 

without purpose.  We must be open to trusting in the Lord. We must have a desire to learn more 

and be active in our learning. We must be open to the possibility of change. And we must be 

motivated from within by the Holy Spirit. In order to be good disciples, we must strive to 

become more Christ-like with the Holy Spirit in our hearts by examining our thoughts, words 

and actions in light of the Word of God. 

 

Stewardship 

 

What are the characteristics of Stewardship?  Safeguarding material and human resources and 

using them responsibly is one answer.  Another is the generous giving of time, talent, and 

treasure.  But being a Christian steward means so much more. As Christian stewards, we receive 

God's gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them lovingly in justice with others, and 

return them with increase to the Lord.  As we endeavor in our stewardship activities, we should 

always keep Jesus in our hearts, words, and deeds. 

 

Stewardship as a Mark of Faithful Discipleship 

 

How are Discipleship and Stewardship linked?  When we are baptized in the name of the Father, 

and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we make a promise to God that we believe in Him and accept 

the teachings of His Son, Jesus Christ. With this promise of discipleship, we are called to be holy 

and participate in the life of the Church as a member of the Body of Christ. Through the 

recognition and sharing of our gifts – through the lens of stewardship – we experience God’s 

presence in our lives.  We are called to be intentionally Catholic, by establishing a personal 

relationship with Christ, participating in the sacramental life of the Church, and helping to lead 

others to the Faith through evangelization and the sharing of the Gospels – the “Good News” – 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

Evangelization 

 

We are not only called to Discipleship and Stewardship in the name of the Lord, but also to 

Evangelize. Pope Paul VI said that “the Church exists in order to Evangelize.” It is her mission; 

it is our mission. Evangelization is not an option that we can add on to the end of our faith. It’s at 

the core, the foundation, of our Catholic Tradition. We are also called to Evangelize by the way 

we live – by our actions – not just by our words.  God is LOVE, and in 1 John 3:18, we are told: 

“Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.”  We are told to love, to bring 

Christ to others, through our actions. 

 

 


