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ECHOES
A Message from Monsignor
     I’m writing this Echoes article looking at a calendar in my hospital room, and it reminds me it’s the 25th of June, 
or six months until Christmas. These recent days in the hospital, recovering from a surgery to remove an abscess, 
has been a lesson of turning life’s lemons into lemonade. At the last minute, before going to the doctor’s office, I 
was reminded by my ride, “Do you have your rosary?” So, I grabbed the simplest 
finger rosary from our trip to the Holy Land and set off for an appointment that 
ended up as a surgical stay. Let me say, my care has been excellent, professional, and 
compassionate. During the pandemic you have not been able, nor have we, to visit 
our loved ones in the hospital. So, it was my turn to get dropped off by myself at the 
door. On the day of my surgery, someone waited in the parking lot to relay news to 
my family and a few friends. I had my phone with me, and from it I took a picture of a 
beautiful sunset. From that picture, some folks figured out where I was in the hospital 
and brought to the parking lot a huge get well card which I could see from my 5th 
floor window.

     I was so encouraged I asked the Lord to turn my recovery into a retreat. And so it 
has been. What kind of retreat? Perhaps it’s an Advent retreat because it’s six months 
until Christmas. Here are some simple things that have struck me and stuck with me.

     The simple finger Rosary was a good choice because hospital gowns not only 
lack backs, but pockets. I was glad to have the simple one for other reasons as well.  
During some pretty intense hours, I cared not what mystery of the Rosary I was on, 
but that the Rosary was on me - my finger actually. I kept saying partial prayers which 
seemed to suffice until something would pass or until I fell asleep. The simple circle 
of the Rosary reminded me that the best prayer tools should be practical and portable, 
because just like the Communion of Saints with whom we connect, they should be 
able to go with us anywhere.

     The rhythm of my normal life was interrupted by the regimen of hospital care. 
The circle came to represent that my prayers didn’t have a defined beginning or 
end, like on the face of a clock. Whenever I picked up the circle, I was rejoining the 
conversation and infinity of prayer that is the Divine Instant, the Forever Now that praises the Lamb, Jesus, who is 
the Alpha and Omega.

     The immediacy of my retreat meant that out of all the cool and valuable Rosaries I have, I  brought one of the 
simplest made of olive wood from the Holy Land. That made for a special connection with the wood of the Cross 
and of making sacrifice. When a really sharp pain would hit, I would try to think of Christ and those today who live 
with the cross of stabbing, chronic pain. I wonder how do they do it? They tell me that there are people whose every 
breath is painful. I don’t know that we think of pain until we get a taste of it ourselves.  And if this is true about 
physical pain, I don’t think we are any more sympathetic about the chronic pain endured by people for reasons of 
our own making. I suppose some us never try to make sense out of suffering until it comes our way.

Continued on page 2 ...
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Community Stewardship 
is Not Canceled
     While things are different now, 
we can still help others in our 
community. Opportunities include: 
• Purchase Food Cart items and bring 
to Mass if you are attending.
• BackPack Beginnings has volunteer 
activities at their warehouse. 
• Hot Dish and Hope is still serving 
take-out food.  
• Out of the Garden Project is feeding 
many families and school children.  
• St. Pius X is providing and serving 
meals at Potter’s House, located at 
Greensboro Urban Ministry.
• Parishioners are still knitting Purple 
Hats in their own homes.
Contact Carolyn in the Parish office at 
cpainley@stpiusxnc.com. 

Fall Programming For 
Children, Teens, and 
Adults
     At this time, our country, our 
state, and our city are still operating 
at a level of uncertainty. We are 
making every effort to finalize 
our plans for the fall with regard 
to our Children’s Faith Formation 
programs, Sacramental Preparation, 
RCIA, Youth Ministry, and Adult 
Enrichment Courses. Please 
check our website and watch for 
a special mailing in early August 
with information about upcoming 
programs, potential changes, 
and next steps for things like 
registration and enrollment.
     We are following all 
guidelines as set forth by civil and 
ecclesiastical authorities and will 
ensure that our programming is not 
only going to form our parishioners 
in their faith, but that it’s designed 
to minimize exposure and keep us 
as safe and healthy as possible.

Monsignor ... Continued from page 1.

     Another thing about my Advent hospital retreat is that it’s been a great 
equalizer. We are all equal in the Kingdom. In the hospital, we all get 
stripped (literally stripped down) of worldly dignity right down to our 
humanity (our birthday suit). That breaks down a lot of barriers. On my 
floor the most important person was not the manager of a well-known 
retail store nor the pastor of a Catholic Church on Elm Street. The most 
important person on our floor was the person who needed the most care 
at that moment. Now, that is something to remember from an Advent 
recovery retreat. What if our Church was like that, what if our world was 
like that? Where the most important person in our life would be the one 
who needs our care the most.  

     No visit to the hospital is complete without mentioning the food, which 
is alot like retreat house food. People like to complain about the food, 
and with Covid complications it’s even easier to do so. But why do it? 
Several days on a clear liquid diet turned even an epicurean like me into 
a very grateful pedestrian who dipped his white bread roll into cold, salty 
turkey gravy with impunity. Man did that hit the spot! Hunger is the most 
effective, and far too prevalent condiment, in many of our community 
kitchens.  When is the last time you were hungry, the last time you were 
denied food? Well, my  retreat’s dose of hunger made me think of how we 
can help cure that disease.

     I began my Advent retreat six months before Christmas. It seems early, 
but it’s probably just as well, because this year has been flying by. I think 
we could really use a season of joy, glad tidings, and goodwill on Earth. In 
a sense, there is already an Advent. There are important things just ahead 
of us as a Church and as a country. We could all use a little Advent retreat. 
Time to Think. To think things out to their logical end. Time to pray with 
the Church. To pray with the Church is to have a hope. That central hope 
is that the Kingdom is coming and, in part, is already here.  I believe that 
about our Catholic Church. Our Church is the Sacrament of the Kingdom 
which is certainly here in the presence of Christ, but also not manifested 
in its entirety. I have seen glimpses of the Kingdom in our country. Our 
republic is this great ongoing experiment with democracy. Amazingly, 
with all our faults and prejudice, we can still present opportunity 
unmatched by most other countries. May mutual and lasting respect for 
the gift of life, which is from God, help to preserve and promote unity and 
concord among us. And Yes, I’ve see the Kingdom in Greensboro, during 
my Advent experience at Cone Health. There, equipped with little more 
than a band of wood beads, this patient - formerly of Room 29 - prayed to 
see the life of Jesus matter in all the patients and the professionals I found 
there. And I did. Just remember: simple prayers can be said anywhere 
and you will find Citizens of the Kingdom everywhere. (I confess I am 
still trying to forgive the ones who came at me with sharp things!) Stay 
safe, make some lemonade, enjoy good health and all God’s blessings this 
summer. 
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Part-Time After School Care Staff Position Available
 

     Saint Pius X Catholic School is seeking staff members for the After School Care program. After 
School Care (ASC) provides supervised recreation, homework assistance, and fun for Pre-K through 
middle school-aged Saint Pius X School students from dismissal time (3:15 p.m.) up until 6:00 p.m.
     If you enjoy working with children, and a relaxed after-school setting with part-time hours suitable 
to your schedule, this may be a great opportunity for you!  
     Preference will be given to those who have experience working with children and to pre-service 
teachers/college students who are pursuing a career in education.  Hourly wage is commensurate with 

background and experience.  Completion of VIRTUS/Protecting God’s Children program and submission of a background 
check is required for employment in the Diocese of Charlotte.
      Qualified and interested candidates should send an electronic letter of interest with resume attached to Mrs. Antonette 
Aguilera, Assistant Principal, at aaguilera@spxschool.com.

A Message From Chris Kloesz, Principal of St. Pius X Catholic School
We did it! And we’re coming back stronger than ever.
     Through the tremendous adaptability and resiliency of our Comets (our students), the outstanding 
efforts and partnership of our parents, the unceasing perseverance and hard work of our staff, and the 
awesome presence of the Holy Spirit, we did it!  Saint Pius X Catholic School masterfully handled almost 
three months of distance learning.  And now, we are ready to come back even stronger.
     The SPX School COVID-19 task team has been working diligently to develop a strong re-entry strat-
egy that allows for flexibility and transparency, and prioritizes the health and safety of our students and 
staff combined with the centrally important strong academic scaffolding of our school.  Additionally, a 
sub-committee comprised of parents, teachers, instructional assistants, nurses, and administrators is evaluating internal 
building processes to ensure the ongoing and sustainable health and wellness of students, staff, and visitors. 
     While specific decisions and protocols will be finalized over the coming weeks as updated public health measures are 
issued, following guidelines from federal and state health officials, including the CDC and the North Carolina DHHS, as 
well as the Diocese of Charlotte Catholic Schools Office, we have prepared a multi-faceted plan which takes into account 
the full range of possible educational scenarios associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.
     Thank you to our students, parents, and staff for all your efforts and patience during what was an unexpectedly unique 
school year.  Your cooperation, support, and teamwork is most appreciated.  The Saint Pius X School Community constant-
ly proves that together we are better.  And together we are coming back stronger than ever!   God Bless -- and Go Comets!

Thank You For Your Generosity
     We are extremely grateful to everyone in our parish who has shared their gifts of treasure during this difficult 
time. Your contributions have enabled St. Pius to pay our bills, provide assistance to many community organizations 
helping those in need, and to maintain our staff who adjusted to different ways of doing their jobs ministering to our 
parishioners. We are nearing our goal for the Diocesan Support Appeal, saving the parish the expense of a shortfall 
in our 2020-2021 budget and thus providing more for funds for ministry and outreach.  
     Contributions have come in the mail, at Mass, and primarily on line. Please consider signing up for onling giving 
through your Realm account or by going directly to our home page at www.stpiusxnc.com and clicking the button 
that says “Donate Now.”  It’s very simple - just follow the prompts!
     If you wish to make your donation via check, simply mail your envelope/check to St. Pius X, P. O. Box13588, 
Greensboro, NC 27415-3588.  We are also having a secure drop-box installed within the next couple of weeks 
where you may drop your contribution or any other paperwork during our office closure.

Thank you for helping St. Pius continue to Know, Love, and Serve the Lord.

Thank you to all of our parishioners for your patience with the Mass Lottery system. We have 
had great success and and it would not have been possible without the logisitcal assistance of Joe 

Adamczyk and Guys Doin’ Stuff and John Joyce and the Knights of Columbus.  Thursday and Friday 
daily Masses are now open to all who are comfortable attending.
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