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ECHOES

A Perfect Day: First Holy Communion 2019
On Mother’s Day Weekend, 68 students from St. Pius X celebrated the Sacrament of First Holy 
Communion. Clockwise from top left: Olivia Vorys was excited to wear her great-grandmother’s 

gloves, Evelyn Clifford and Christopher Swanson-Perez proclaimed the Psalm during Mass, 
Virginia Eachus prepared to receive Communion for the first time, Corabella Strafaci and 

Olivia Hernandez brought flowers up during the Presentation of the Gifts, and Nico Cetrone 
and his family were all smiles waiting for Mass to begin. Photo Credits: MaryAnn Luedtke

Feast of Corpus Christi
Eucharistic Adoration

Sunday, June 23 from 10:15 - 11:15 a.m.
All are welcome for this very special Holy Hour.

“Spend as much time as possible in front of the Blessed Sacrament
and He will fill you with His strength and His power.”

-St. Teresa of Calcutta

Celebrating Christ’s Presence in Our Midst



2

SPX Star Stewards and Their Ministries – Meet the Allen Family 

Dan: Knights of Columbus (Former L.A.M.B. Director, Youth 
Director, Family Director, and Organized Coats for Kids 
Campaign), Confirmation Team
Laurie: Handbell Choir; Vacation Bible School Volunteer     
Held a number of roles over the years: Faith Formation 
Teacher, Healthcare Committee Member, MOMS Ministry 
leader, nursery team member
Joseph: Altar Server, Vacation Bible School Volunteer, 
previously served in Children’s Choir
Emma: Vacation Bible School Volunteer; Prayer Warrior for 
ill members of our Church and their pets, previously served in 
Children’s Choir.
Lily: Children’s Choir
Family Ministry: Sunshine Club, Night to Shine, 
Thanksgiving Baskets, Operation L.A.M.B., The Giving Tree, 
Crop Walk 

What do you get out of ministry working as a family?
     I highly recommend families find a ministry they can do 
with each other.  Your family spends time together as you 
serve Christ. Participating in the Sunshine Club as a family has 
enriched our lives. We receive far more than we give. We often 
show up weary from a busy week and leave feeling energized and so thankful we went.  Our youngest daughter was very shy 
at first, but her comfort level and responsibilities have grown. She now happily leads bingo games and karaoke nights for the 
members.
How has your individual ministry helped you?
     They allow us to use our personal talents and strengths but also challenges us to grow. Dan’s laid-back personality and 
inherent silliness is a great fit for the Confirmation ministry. Developing interesting and thought-provoking messages to 
teenagers pushes him to look for new ways to express our Catholic faith. Our individual ministries help us support each 
other in our faith.  Dan knows each Wednesday night he has dinner duty since Lily and I will be at choir. The Sundays I play 
Handbells, he will be wrangling our crew alone during Mass. I help Dan prepare for his Sunday Confirmation class by talking 
through that week’s topic, looking up prayers, and helping him prep for the day’s activities.  Our kids vet his jokes to make 
sure they aren’t too corny! Individual ministries really aren’t “individual,” they take family support.  
Any info you would like to share?
     We have so many St. Pius X ministries. I urge people to serve in a ministry that speaks to their hearts.  As your family 
grows and changes, the ministries you participate in can also grow and change.

“Watching your child become more 
independent and enjoy serving our 

community; what could be better than that 
as a parent?” 

Saint Pius X Knights of Columbus 
Awards 2019 Essay Contest Winners
     The St. Pius X Knights of Columbus Council 11101 
sponsors an annual essay contest, giving our school 
students the opportunity to define themselves and their 
role as students and citizens grounded in faith in our 
community, as well as to strengthen bonds between the 
student body and the Knights of Columbus. This year, 
the judges chose four essays they determined merited 
equal recognition, and each student was presented with 
a certificate and a cash prize of $50. Pictured at left are 
St. Pius X School Principal, Chris Kloesz; Olivia Henn; 
Tate Chappell; Monsignor Marcaccio; Eliza Ofsanko; 
and St. Pius X School Middle School Religion Teacher, 
Bill Parker.
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Pay It Forward Project A Huge Success
Jared Trindel, Student at St. Pius X Catholic School

     Earlier this year our 8th grade class was given the 
opportunity to participate in a Pay It Forward project. 
Monsignor gave each 8th grader $10 and told us to use that 
money to do something good for someone. We decided we 
wanted to use our money to raise even more money and 
donate to a good cause: “Reelin for Research.”  Since it 
was close to Easter, we decided to do an "Egg Your Yard" 
fundraiser. Using the $10 Monsignor gave each of us, we 
purchased eggs and treats to go in the eggs. Our parents 
helped spread the word on social media and in just a few 
days we had 25 houses to "egg!” We spent almost 100 hours 
buying, filling, and hiding over 1,200 eggs. In the process we 
profited $800. We loved hearing how happy the kids were 
to wake up to hidden Easter eggs and how happy the R4R 
members were for our help. Others were inspired to pay it 
forward, too. Two families donated money to “egg” other 
families in need of a kind gesture. One of the families was a 
police officer who is battling cancer himself and has 2 young 
children. Spending time with friends while doing good for 
others was another favorite of this project. We want to thank 
Monsignor Marcaccio for the opportunity to do this project. 
Not only was it fun, but we learned a lot in the process 
and raised $800 for a wonderful cause. Pictured below are 
Charley Chappell, Tate Chappell, Guiseppe Strafaci, and 
Jared Trindel receiving a giant check for “Reelin’ for 
Research,” and shopping for eggs at the store.

Student Artists Create Saintly Portraits
Antonette Aguilera and April Parker

     Calling all artists! St. Pius X students have been using 
their artistic skills for the Saint Art Competitions.  Learning 
about our Catholic saints is an opportunity for students to 
learn about the beauty and heritage of our faith. In their 
unwavering faithfulness, their love and devotion to Christ, 
their tremendous self-sacrifice and desire to serve others - our 
beloved saints are living examples of human betterment and 
spiritual advancement.
     Students presented interpretations of Saints Teresa of 
Calcutta, Martin de Porres, and Kateri Tekakwitha. Their 
work can be viewed on the St. Pius X Facebook page and 
in our weekly Comet Connection. All grade levels can 
participate and there are different winners at each level.  
Teachers and administrators judge the winning entries. 
Winners receive new art kits to stay inspired.
     The most recent winners include Val Okafor, Frankie 
Bernal, Anna Zukowski, Stella Frick, Corabella Strafacci, 
Aida McCoy, Charlotte Rossato, Madeline Gunter and Molly 
Gunter for their depictions of Saints Martin de Porres and 
Teresa of Calcutta. Saint Kateri winners will be announced in 
May.
     Artists can use any media to create their entries.  Most 
use pencil, acrylics, water colors, or ink.  The best part is 
students learn and reflect on the lives of the saints.  Before 
each competition, information about the saint is sent to 
parents, students, and teachers, along with sample pictures.  
The saints are discussed in class as teachers post contest 
information and sample images. It is the hope of St. Pius 
X’s faculty and staff  that this educational and creative 
extension to their faith-based curriculum become a tradition 
to continue for coming years. Pictured below are St. Pius X 
students and their interpretations of St. Teresa of Calcutta 
in artwork. See more pictures of student artwork on the St. 
Pius X Catholic School Facebook Page.

Do small things with great Love.

Summer Bible Study
Tuesday Nights

from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Dates: June 18, 25,
*July 9, 16, 23, 30,

August 6, August 13
*No class the week of

4th of July

Facilitators: Martha Harvey and Dan Curran
Cost: $25 for study guide

Pay at the office or at the first class!
Call the parish office to register at 336-272-4681 or email 

Lindsay Kohl at lkohl@stpiusxnc.com.



CALENDAR CLIPS: Clip It! Post It! Do It!
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Eucharistic Adoration at St. Pius X:
Every month on the First Friday

One hour time slots from Noon – 7:00 p.m.
(With a break for daily Mass at 5:15 p.m.)

Enter through the chapel door.

No sign-up is needed, come for as long as you 
can! More information can be found here:

http://www.stpiusxnc.com/adoration

Tai Chi
Every Thursdsay
9:30 - 10:15 a.m.

$4 drop in donation

 -----------------------------------------------------------
Gentle Yoga

Every Thursday
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Please bring either a yoga 
mat (if you are not using a 

chair) or a large bath mat or beach towel.
$4 drop in donation

ROSARY
in the CHAPEL

Twice in June!
Sundays in the Chapel

10:15 a.m.
June 9 AND June 30

The greatest method of praying 
is to pray the Rosary.”– Saint 

Francis de Sales

SAVE THE DATE!

The 6th annual Chris Westmoreland
Golf Tournament

will be held on Friday, September 6
at Oak Hollow Golf Course in High Point.

Go to cwamgt.com for more info!
Rain date:  9/13/19

TAKE ME OUT TO A GRASSHOPPERS 
BALLGAME

Including FANomenal 
Friday Fireworks!!

Bring your family. Bring 
your friends and, enjoy 

the ballgame end to 
end!!

Monday, July 12 @ 7:00 pm
Purchase your tickets at the parish office.  

Questions:  Contact Mike Mode
bluewolfmike@gmail.com or 336-856-0810.

Country Line Dance Lessons
Wednesdays:

August 7, 14, 21 and 28
$6.00 per lesson, per person.

Payable the night of first lesson.
(Minimum 6 people per lesson)

6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Main Hall – Simmons Parish Center

Please sign up with receptionist at front desk by 
Wednesday, July 31.

Questions?  Rosemary Caluori 336-317-3270 or
 Alice Yorks 336-280-1223

SUMMER GAME NIGHTS!
Fridays: June 28,
July 26, August 23
Watch bulletins or

contact Alice Yorks at
alicef81@aol.com
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Ice Cream and Music in the SPX Cloister
Bring your lawn chairs

and JOIN US!
Sunday, August 4

5:00 p.m.
We will move into the 
Simmons Center if the 

weather doesn’t cooperate!

Know, Love & Serve
SAVE THE DATE for CROP Walk

Sunday, October 6 
Pictured are some of our St. Pius X walk crew:
Shannon Dahlstedt, Samantha and Kelly Jones,

and Desmond Morrisey

St. Pius X Alumni Receives Prestigious 
U.S. State Department Scholarship
     Christopher Hewgley, a rising 
senior at Grimsley High School 
and alumni of St. Pius X Catholic 
School, is among a select group 
of American high school students 
from across the United States 
awarded the prestigious Congress-
Bundestag Youth Exchange 
(CBYX) Scholarship for the 2019-
2020 academic year. CBYX is a 
bi-lateral exchange program co-
sponsored by the U.S. Department 
of State and German Bundestag 
(Parliament). 
     As one of only 100 students 
selected from across the United States as a CBYX scholar, 
Christopher will spend the school year in Germany living 
with a host family, attending a German high school, and 
participating in a four-week language and cultural immersion 
camp to gain a better understanding of German culture, 
language, and everyday life. Additionally, there will be the 
chance to visit the German Bundestag, meet with American 
and German government officials, participate in intercultural 
seminars, and explore the country through numerous 
excursions to nearby cities, historical sites, and more.

Are you interested in
ALTAR SERVING?

Please join us for an interest meeting and training on 
Thursday, July 25 at 6:00 p.m. Meet in the church!
Boys and girls in 4th grade and above are welcome. 

One parent must attend.

St. John Berchmans Award Weekend: July 27-28
Join us in sending off our graduating seniors who 

have faithfully served at the altar!

Are you traveling this 
summer?
Check out:

www.MassTimes.org
MassTimes.org has the most 
comprehensive database of

Mass Times from every
country in the world!
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Join Us for a Special Italian Dinner and Presentation on the Feast of
St. Anthony: Encountering Christ: The Gospels and Christian Morality
Presented by Dr. Alessandro Rovati, Department Chair and Assistant Professor of
Theology and Director of Study Abroad at Belmont Abbey College

Thursday, June 13  -  Mass at 5:15, Followed by Presentation and Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Sponsored by: The Order of Malta, Central North Carolina Region

     The Gospels show the radical newness that the encounter with Christ brought into the 
lives of those He met. Now as then, faith and Christian morality are a consequence of the 
unexpected encounter with Jesus, and only if we experience such newness will we be able to 
give a contribution to the society in which we live. Come meditate on the Gospels with Dr. 
Alessandro Rovati to discover the ways God is at work in our lives so we may testify to the 
faith amidst the challenges we face.
     Dinner Cost will be $15 per person.  Reservations for the dinner and presentation can be 
made at: http://www.stpiusxnc.com/rossati. All proceeds will be donated to the St. Anthony’s Bread Endowment 
Fund to feed the hungry and homeless of the Greensboro and Asheville areas.  Contact Deb Ritzel at 336-337-5915 
or email debritzel@gmail.com for additional information.

Out of the Garden Project: Recipient 
of 2019 Local Campaign for Human 
Development Grant 
     The Diocese of Charlotte awarded Out of the Garden 
Project with a 2019 Catholic Charities Local Campaign 
for Human Development Grant to help the Fresh Mobile 
Market at Jones Elementary School.  Funded grant projects 
must target the root cause of poverty and related social 
concerns, and require a parish endorsement, with which 
St. Pius X was happy to help. The grant guidelines and 
application for 2020 is available. Phone Carolyn in the 
parish office 336-272-4681 for more info.
     If you would like to sign up to volunteer with our 
parishioners at Out of the Garden Project, please visit our 
website, http://www.stpiusxnc.com/summer2019. 

WE Care Summer Update
     Our We Care Committee has the tremendous job of 
responding to the needs of others in our community, while 
supporting the mission of St. Pius X. During the 2018 – 
2019 fiscal year, We Care provided outreach grants for basic 
needs, health care and resources to the following agencies 
and nonprofits on behalf of your generous offertory 
donations.

• Out of the Garden 
Project 

• Room at the Inn of the 
Triad 

• Turning Point 180
• Barnabas Network
• Greensboro Urban 

Ministry
• BackPack Beginnings 
• Senior Resources of 

Guilford County
• Blessed Table Food 

Pantry
• St. Egbert Catholic 

Church Hurricane 
Relief

• Mary's House 
• Saint Vincent de Paul
• Step Up Greensboro 
• Caring Services 

Mental Health 
Association

• Holy Family Hospital 
in Bethlehem, Israel  

• Hot Dish and Hope 
• Catholic Charities 

Partners in Hope 
• Shepherd Center
• Malachi House II
• Guilford Adult Health 
• Community Housing 

Solutions 
• Faith Action 

International 
• Triad Health Project
• Women's Resource 

Center
• PACE of the Triad

Left to Right: Gary Krikorian, St. Pius X OOTGP Volunteer; 
Don Milholin, Exec. Director OOTGP; Chanele Jackson, 

Diocesan Chair of CCHD Advisory Committee; Joseph Purello, 
Charlotte Diocese Catholic Charities CCHD Diocesan Director.
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Living Your Strengths: Discover Your God-
Given Talents and Inspire Your Community  
     Each of us is “fearfully and wonderfully made,” with many 
strengths and talents, and it takes all of us doing what we do best to 
live the fullness of God’s image. When we become more aware of 
our potential using our God-given talents, it is easier to discern the 
ways in which we give of ourselves to others and live as Disciples 
of Christ. A disciple is one who is learning the ways of a master, 
and as our Master, Jesus taught us the need for love, mercy, and 
living in relationship with Him and others.  
     Living Your Strengths is a Catholic-based book and an 
assessment tool that includes both personal development guidance 
and ideas to use to help us identify and grow our talents in ministry 
and discipleship. Starting in September, we will offer a 4-week 
course. In these 4 weeks, you will move from discovering and 
accepting your talents to discerning your connection with others 
in our parish, living in mission and contributing to the mission of 
discipleship. Take the time to learn what you do best. Take Living 
Your Strengths. Watch for more information in late summer.     

Schedule your Summertime Community Ministries 
Consider making a difference for others this summer.  A partial list of ideas:

Need more info? Visit our website www.stpiusxnc.com/summer2019 or phone Carolyn @ 336-272-4681 x104. 

Looking for something for your TEEN to do this summer?
JOIN YOUTH MINISTRY on one of many SUMMER TRIPS!

• Senior Wheels ~ Drive seniors to 
doctor appointments on the 3rd 
Friday 

• Sunshine Club ~ 1st Friday nights 
• Hot Dish and Hope

• Step Up Greensboro ~ help 
people taking a “job-readiness 
class” prepare for interviews 

• Potter’s Kitchen at Greensboro 
Urban Ministry 

• Out of the Garden Project Food 
Pantry and Fresh Mobile Markets 

• Mobile Meals
• Bring Items to Mass for our Food 

Cart

Steubenville Youth Conference
Keynote Speaker: Fr. Mike Schmitz

Rising 9th - Graduated 12th
*3 openings

JUNE 14-16 in Steubenville, OH
$200, scholarships available

Catholic Heart WorkCamp
Richmond, VA

Rising 9th - Graduated 12th
*2 openings, need 1 male chaperone

JUNE 23 - 29 in Richmond, VA
$250 (w/Applied Fundraising), 

scholarships available

REDUCED PRICE TRIPS:
LifeTeen Camp Hidden Lake

Rising 6th - Graduated 8th
*20 openings

JULY 8 - 13 in Dahlonega, GA
$250, all-inclusive, scholarships available

LifeTeen Camp Covecrest
Rising 9th - Graduated 12th

*15 openings
JULY 22 - 27 in Tiger, GA

$250, all-inclusive, scholarships available
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Please Pray ...
This time of year sees many 
young men and women in 

periods of transition. Our local 
high schools are celebrating 

graduations and many students 
are graduating college. 

Whether these young men and 
women will be going off to 

a university or starting a first 
job, their excitement is often 

accompanied by anxiety. With 
your congratulations, please 

remember to keep our graduates 
in your prayers - as one chapter 
of their life is coming to a close, 

another is just beginning. 

Congratulations!
Monsignor would like to offer 

his congratulations to the 
Confirmation class of 2019. 98 

students were fully initiated 
into the Catholic Church by 
Abbot Placid Solari at our 

Confirmation Mass on June 1.
This special Sacrament of 

Initiation is just the beginning 
of their journey as Catholic 

Christians. A heartfelt Thank 
You to the entire Confirmation 

Team, who helped prepare them 
for this special day.

Are You Interested in Becoming Catholic?  
     This Fall, we will begin Faith Formation for those interested in learning 
more about the Catholic Faith.  If you have been away from the Church 
for a while, if you missed any of your Catholic Sacraments, or if you are 
interested in becoming Catholic, this program is for you! We welcome all 
ages and strive to create a welcoming, Catholic community.  There are no 
obligations and no fees.
     Please email Lindsay Kohl at lkohl@stpiusxnc.com or call 336-272-
4681 ext. 108 for more information. Our first session in the fall will be a 
Q&A about the process, so please keep an eye out in the bulletin and in our 
special August “Faith Formation” edition of Echoes for details.

#ALLinforHannah

DONATE ON JUNE 14!

Join the Knights of Columbus for a very 
special BLOOD DRIVE on Friday, June 14!
     Hannah Kloesz, a first grade student at St. Pius X Catholic School, was 
recently diagnosed with Acute Lymphocitic Leukemia (ALL). Hannah has 
been receiving treatments for a few weeks, and her family is extremely 
grateful for the outpouring of prayers and support. 
     Blood donations are especially important to childhood cancer patients 
because a child being treated for cancer may need frequent transfusions, 
consisting of platelets, red blood cells, or white blood cells. A blood donor 
can choose to donate whole blood or platelets – both having great benefits 
to those who receive their donation.
     Help us raise awareness for ALL and show your support for the Kloesz 
family! A special bake sale will also be held during the Blood Drive; all 
proceeds will help provide the Kloesz family with financial support as they 
travel often to Brenner Children’s Hospital for Hannah’s treatments.

Friday, June 14 in the Simmons Parish Center
No appointment is necessary to donate, but it is 

helpful. Make your appointment today at:
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html

Enter the SPX Zip Code to search for our blood drive: “27408”

Questions? Contact Mike Martin at 336-314-9737 or
mike.martin.wmi@gmail.com.
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Newcomers ~ Welcome to Our Parish!

Aaron and Sarah JAMES
sons Anderson, Sully  27405

Daniel SAEZ
son Charlie   27406

Larry and Diane HOWELL 27410

Miguel and Nelida JIMENEZ
daughters Aileen, Lynette, Christie 27438

Dustin and Taylor HOWELL 27455

Susan HALEY   27455

Phyllis Kirchner
Marie Coleman
Kathy Harvell
Joey Kuchelmeister
Tudie Wallace
Flash Morrison
Gullanar Campbell
Bonivant Thomas
Winnie Acteson
Jean Dupont
Elaine House 

Linda Cunningham
Tatiana Valigura
Lilyan A. Leahy
Yukiko Tsuboyama
Judy Brauns
Irene Ade 
Louise Faust
Dolores Ahrens
Angela McElhone
Debra Helsten

Tad JONES and
Melanie FERNANDEZ  27410

Baptisms ~ Congratulations!
McKenna Renuart
Kennedy Macauley
Sophie Tabosa-Ostrowski
Harrison Sarnecky

Funeral ~ Our Sympathy
Patrick Amore

Wedding ~ Blessings!
Gina Simmons and Jacob Hopkins


