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ECHOES
HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE

Feast of the Immaculate Conception - Tuesday, December 8
8:30 AM, 12:00 Noon, 7:00 PM

Utilize Sign-Up Genius the week of December 7

Christmas Eve - Thursday, December 24
5:00 PM, 8:00 PM, 12:00 Midnight

Christmas Day - Friday, December 25
10:00 AM

Entrance ticket required for all Masses.
See information below regarding Mass Lottery.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God - Friday, January 1
10:00 AM

Utilize Sign-Up Genius the week of December 28

Christmas Mass Sign-Up Information
     We are determined not to let the Pandemic restrictions dampen 
the joy of our Christmas celebrations. The Pandemic does 
necessitate social-distancing that will impact our attendance.  
Please read the following instructions and follow the guidelines 
below before submitting your form.

• The form can be found at:                                                       
www.stpiusxnc.com/christmas-mass-lottery

• If you do not have online access, you may call the office to place your name on the list.
• The deadline for entering the lottery is Monday, December 7 at 4:00 PM.

INSTRUCTIONS & GUIDELINES

• Please submit only one form, whether you are an individual or for your household or family group.
• Consider attending with your immediate family members only, thus allowing other parishioners to attend as well.
• Your form submission will be placed in a lottery because of the high number of requests we anticipate.
• You will receive an email if you are selected by the lottery with further instructions for attendance.
• Those without access to the electronic form may call the office to register for the lottery.
• Submission of this form does not guarantee your attendance at Mass on Christmas Eve or Christmas.
• If you receive word that you are selected and later find you are unable to attend, we ask that you call the parish office 

immediately so your seats at Mass may be shared with another parishioner.

     The Octave of Christmas runs through January 1. We will be celebrating Christmas at all of our liturgies for the eight 
days. If you are unable to join us on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, please consider attending during the Octave. Remember 
that, because of the pandemic, there is still a dispensation in place from the obligation to attend Mass.  If you are unable to 
attend because of health or any other reason, please know that you will be in our prayers and it is our hope that you will feel 
the Spiritual Communion of Saints during this Holy Season.
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Year-End Charitable Giving
     Charitable giving is often about making a difference and helping others.  Every gift received can provide considerable, 
even essential, support to safeguard the future of the Church.  Here are some ideas to consider:

GIVING NOW -- Make tax-free gifts from your IRA.  If you are age 70 ½ or older and would like to make a current gift to St. 
Pius the Tenth Catholic Church, St. Pius the Tenth Catholic School or the diocese, you can make a qualified charitable 
distribution (QCD) from an individual retirement account (IRA) completely free of federal income tax (up to $100,000 per 
person per year; $200,000 per couple with separate IRAs). Giving directly to the Church from your IRA won’t increase your 
adjusted gross income, ensuring your Social Security income will not be subject to a higher level of taxation.  Although all 
required minimum distributions are suspended for 2020, making a QCD is still a smart way to give as these are funds that 
have never been – and never will be – subject to tax.

GIVING FOR THE FUTURE -- Make St. Pius X Catholic Church, St. Pius X Catholic School, the Diocese of Charlotte or 
the Foundation the beneficiary of your retirement plan.  When you leave the balance of an IRA, 401(k) or 403(b) to your heirs, 
they must carefully manage the account to avoid losing its tax-deferred status and potentially triggering large income taxes 
and possible penalties.  You can simplify matters for your loved ones by directing all or a portion of what remains in your 
retirement accounts to the Church and leave more tax-favored assets to your heirs.

LEARN MORE -- If you have any questions, please contact the parish office at 336-272-4681 or email Pat Spivey at 
ppspivey221@aol.com.

A Message from Monsignor
     We all have our favorite Christmas stories, both ones that we read and ones that we tell. Some are spiritual, some are 
scriptural, and some just capture the feeling of the season for us. I am particularly fond of Dickens’ Christmas Carol and just 
watched it again. Now with so many adaptations of it, everyone should be able to find one version to suit them. I vividly 
remember listening to a classic Lionel Barrymore LP performance as a child and being terrified at the holiday haunted tale, 
however, I couldn’t stop listening to it.  Even now each time I hear the story I ever so briefly consider changing my ways. 

Many of our favorite Christmas stories like Dickens’ or The Grinch, together with those more 
unlikely and comedic choices, could rate as seasonal parables. Still others contain Christmas 
messages of charity.  I would like to recommend another. This one I fear is not being read as 
often as it once was and is from one of our own North Carolinians, the author known as 
O’Henry. O’Henry was born in Greensboro and if every resident of Guilford County read his 
story, The Gift of the Magi, we would all be the better for it.  You can read it on line, you can 
even have it read to you on YouTube, where you can also find theatrical versions of his short 
story.  It’s a fifteen minute gift-giving parable about offering what is most precious for the 
sake of the one most loved.
     These secular stories are good but the scriptural stories of Advent really prepare us to 
welcome the Christ. Afterwards, we hear the glad tidings and promise of peace and good will 
for which we so sorely long as we will recall the Messiah’s birth. I ask you to spend some 
time listening to the story of how Jesus’ birth came about in the scriptures. To this end we 
have made an investment in our parishioners by sending each household a special publication 
and a holy card of our church’s nativity window as this year’s Christmas card. In it you’ll 
find readings, recommendations, reflections, prayers, and blessings to augment your advent 
experience.  With the pandemic precautions in place, many may not be able to physically be 

present in church this Christmas, so I sincerely hope you will see this gift as a way of the church coming to you -- coming to 
you with our prayers, our promise of spiritual communion, and our very best wishes. I pray this might strengthen your belief 
in the mystery God dwelling with us -- just as He dwelt with us in time as a Babe in Bethlehem, just as He truly dwells with 
us now in the Church and in Sacrament, and just as I believe He wants to dwell in your first church, which is your home and 
your heart.
     In this year of Saint Joseph, perhaps it has fallen to me in my role as your pastor to do as Joseph did in Bethlehem and to 
knock on your door.  It falls to me to knock on the door asking the Hospitality of your Heart and ask if you could make a little 
room for Mary and Jesus. Could you let them in for just an Advent while? I promise if you permit them come in from the cold 
of this world, with all its preoccupation and indifference, if you let them in from the cold, it is they who will warm your heart 
this Advent.  
     My hope is that you will decide to pray, celebrate, and share. Share the story of this 
season -- be it in the joy of a holiday movie, the memory of a favorite meal, the surprise 
of a special gift, or the Gospel lived in our midst.  Yes, we all have our favorite
Christmas stories. I am so thankful you’re part of mine.   

Tater Marcaccio
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The Pandemic surely hasn’t kept us 
down at St. Pius X! Our days have been 
filled with planning community-building 
events, such as our Trunk-or-Treat on 
Halloween.  Picutred are Jack and Dara 
Albert at their “Candy Shop” Trunk, the 

SPX parish staff in costume, and two 
of our teen helpers who collected food 
donations for our Thanksgiving baskets 

and GUM.  Our Young Adult Ministry has 
also been keeping busy, with a socially-
distanced women’s wine-tasting event 

and other small group gatherings.  If you 
are interested in joining our new Young 
Families or Young Professionals group 

chats to stay updated about events, email 
Isabel Streed at istreed@stpiusxnc.com.



Coats for Kids is Faith in Action
     "Coats for Kids" is a Knights of Columbus "Faith in Action" 
project of the Knights of Columbus  Supreme Council.  It devotes 
the activities and resources of Knights of Columbus councils 
nationally to purchase and provide warm winter clothing to 
deserving children in the United States and Canada and has to-date 
brought comfort to over half a million children.   Each year since its' 
inception, the St. Pius X Knights of Columbus Council 11101 has 
participated in this project guided by program chairman Dan Allen 
and Grand Knight Brian Harvey.   
     This year our fund raising drive has collected enough funds to 
purchase 220 coats in a variety of sizes and colors and distributed 
them to "Backpack Beginnings", a local charity devoted to assisting 
children in need with both food and clothing in our area. 
Our sincere thanks to them and especially to our Knights and the 
parishioners of St. Pius X for their generous gifts to a most worthy 
cause.  Pictured in Photo: from left; Sean Duffy, Dan Allen-
program chairman, Jim Duffy, Parker White-Exec. Director 
"Backpack Beginnings", Brian Harvey Grand Knight, and Leigh 
Jones - clothing pantry chair.

Community Life 2020 Roundup
Thanksgiving Turkey Baskets 
Share with God's people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality. (Romans 12:13)  Thank you St. Pius X 
parishioners for your generous response to community 
needs this Thanksgiving. We helped 65 families in 
our community, each receiving several bags of food, 
a turkey breast and a pumpkin pie. After the bags 
were filled, there was an abundance of food that was 
then distributed to many others in our community by 
Greensboro Urban Ministry Food Pantry. 

Christmas Virtual Giving Tree
We are helping the following nonprofit agencies with 
$25.00 GIFT CARDS that the case managers will use 
to shop for the needs of their clients.  After Gateway, 
Ashton Place, Backpack Beginnings/Irving Park, 
Camden Place, Catholic Charities, Delancey Street, 
Dolan Manor, Hall Towers, Room at the Inn, Servant 
Center, Caring Services, St. Pius X special requests, 
YMCA Teen Mom. More info is available on our 
Sign-Up Genius link on our website, www.stpiusxnc.
com. Scroll down to the bottom of the home page and 
look for Featured Events. The gift cards can be put in 
the offertory basket in the Church or brought to the 
Simmons Parish Center and put in the secure drop-box 
located on the school side of the building. Questions? 
Carolyn at cpainley@stpiusxnc.com.  

Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army of Greensboro
One of our beloved traditions 
is still available! On Saturday, 
December 5th, 11 am - 7 pm 
there are bell-ringing slots for 
the Salvation Army Red Kettle. 
1 Hour shifts available. Please 
note that Covid Protocols are 
in place.  Location: Food Lion 
at Golden Gate.  Call or email 
Ann Robinson (Community Life) annrobinson@triad.
rr.com or 336-273-5426 
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SPX Seniors’ Ministry -- Giving 
Thanks During a Time of Pandemic
     Seniors Ministry leader, Shelley Kreber, 
would like to give a very special thank you to 
Mr. Parker and the St. Pius X Middle School 
families for all of the wonderful donations 
to assist our effort to provide much needed 
personal and home care items to the Seniors 
in our community.  Since we are unable to visit 
Dolan Manor and Hall Towers residents at 
this time, it is so nice to be able to show them 
how much we care.  Thank you!



St. Pius X School Happenings
April Parker, Director of Curriculum and Instruction

Saint in a Box Projects
     Eighth graders in Mr. Parker’s religion class have been working on their Saint 
in a Box projects since September. On Thursday and Friday of last week, they got 
to bring the project to a close by giving their boxes to their kindergarten prayer 
buddies. The Saint in a Box projects are reserved for our 8th grade students as a 
culminating project not only for their preparation for Confirmation, but also as 
one that brings full circle the faith-based education they have been given here at 
St. Pius X School, as each year students learn more and more about the Catholic 
saints that have shaped our faith. For the Saint in the Box projects, eighth graders 
are asked to research either their patron saint for confirmation, or a saint who is
of interest to them or one they might have aspecial connection with.
     When the eighth graders presented their projects to their prayer buddies, they 
were so proud of the objects and stories they were able to relate to their prayer 
buddy about the saint they chose. Some did familiar saints such as St. Nicholas or St. Francis, and others did saints that 
are not as well known such as St. Roch, patron saint of dogs, or St. Dymphna, patron saint of worry and anxiety. In all, the 
presentation of the Saint in the Box projects is a very heart-felt time of giving and receiving. Not only did our eighth graders 
give something to our kindergarten students that kindles the fire of their interests in saints as they begin their religious studies 
here at St. Pius X School, but the eighth graders themselves are able to look back and see all they have gained in formative 
values during their time at St. Pius X School, much of which was learned through their study of the saints.
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Caitlin Smith shares a special teaching 
moment with her kindergarten prayer 
buddy and her Saint project.

Congratulations on 1,000 Views!

SPX school achieved 1,000 views on Vimeo! Thank you to all who 
follow our channel and watch the helpful videos we post.

Check us out at: https://vimeo.com/spxgso
If you have a suggestion for a supportive video, email April Parker, 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction, at aparker@spxschool.com.

Be the first to reserve your Alumni Plaque to be displayed in our 
Alumni Auditorium!  Each purchased plaque will provide new 

curriculum resources and technology for our PreK- 8th grade classes.

$50.00 -- 2 x 3 inch plaque - Alumni Name & Graduation Year
$100.00 -- 3 x 5 inch plate - Alumni Name, Graduation Year, 

University or College attended & business or occupation

With your donation, a pennant flag from the college or university 
you attended will be hung in our Alumni Auditorium to inspire future 

generations.

Rosaries for School Students
     Recently the officers of St. Pius X Council 
11101 of the Knights of Columbus, following 
its commitment to Patriotism, asked SPX 
School Principal, Chris Kloesz, if he needed 
any American flags for the classrooms.    
     Chris had plenty of flags, but was in need 
of somethng else: more rosaries.  Led by 
Grand Knight Brian Harvey, the Council 
promptly set out to purchase the 108 rosaries 
needed at the school.  Special thanks to Father 
Louis Canino, director of the Franciscan 
Center in Greensboro for his help selecting 
and ordering just the right rosaries for our 
children.    Pictured in the photo: four of our 
SPX students display their rosaries.  They are 
flanked on the left by G. K. Brian Harvey and 
on right by Chris Kloesz, principal.    
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Newcomers ~ Welcome!

Tom & Ashley CARSON  
children Graham, Owen, Palmer 27408

Ian CASTRO   
daughter Carolina  27358

Rachel COCKRELL  27455

Echoes _______________ Parish News and Newcomers ________________
Karen DOLAN   27405

Tammy KNIGHT   27357

Liz LINDSAY   27410

Nick RICHARDSON & Lisaida RIVERA
child Jiana   27405

Baptisms ~ Congratulations!
Lilian Burge
Omari Gomez

Deaths ~ Our Sympathy 
James Benson
James Dieso
Gregory Doyle

Weddings ~ Blessings! 
Darsey Bowers & Matthew Fortun
Megan Clark & Mark Green
Emma King & Eric Jones

St. Pius X Catholic Church
2210 North Elm St. Greensboro, NC 27408

Phone 336-272-4681
Email spxmail@stpiusxnc.com
Website www.stpiusxnc.com

Facebook and Instagram @stpiusxnc


